Karta

The KARTA Center — an independent
non-govermental organization documenting
and popularizing the recent history of Poland

and Central and Eastern Europe
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Opposition movement - turning
points

1956

1968

1970

1976



SOLIDARITY - 31.08.1980




Martial Law - 13.12.1981
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W 1987 Independent Eastern
Archives - a social movement
documenting the concealed
and distorted , Eastern” past




,The end” of communism
in Poland 4. 06.1989
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January 1991
- the first legal issue
of the KARTA monthly

Legal work

» History unknown, concealed, mendacious, "white spots"

»story is shown by the human fate and personal experiences

»events are shown on all sides, by the testimonies of
witnesses from "both sides of the barricade”

»shows the arguments of all nationalities, including
cross-border relations with our neighbors

»are only used original source documents, photographs,
diaries, letters, memoirs ...

After second issue in April 1991

Ministry of Education recommended

the KARTA to "known and used in improving
the daily work of teachers

and the Polish studies and historians"”



The Memory of Communism and

the Heritage of Dissidence

November 1991 — the

foundation of the April 1992 — start of the co-operation with
Opposition Archive Russian ,Memorial” — research work on

Polish victims in USSR 1939-1956 years
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Historical
albums

assembly of various
sources and the rich
iconography

1986-1986




; - ,; ) "f’
‘OPOZYCJA™ -
Book series [WPRLL UG
i qﬂownlk |
biograficzny "

125689,
: { Ak 2

LWOW W CIENIU

Avresztowani
na ,Zachodniej
Biatorusi”

wwmww"
A G e ol sy
- Learret bt » s 19

STEFAN DAMBSKI



,History at Hand” - research historical competition
for secondary school students

1996/1997

HISTORIA BLISKA p-

»basis to be used - various sources (including eyewitness
accounts of history) independently found, collected and
compiled by the youth

»sources found in various archives: home, school, church,
municipality, businesses, theaters, etc.

» confrontation of witnesses of history, critical analysis of
documents

»main topic of the competition achieved on the basis of local
history

» story on the people from environment, family, village, town -
yvery close”

»any form of presentation: radio and film documentaries,
collages of various quality materials (with comments), the
development of publishing documents or collections of images,
and multimedia presentations...

>no limits volume






Some figures:
14. Edition
7500 works
12.000 students

30 000 original
documents,

60,000 photographs,
16,000 hours of time
eyewitnesses reports
400 journals

800 original memoirs
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XV edition of , History at Hand”
2010/2011

1. Children of War — soldiers and
victims
2. School photographs — the

wartime fates of schoolfellows,
friends and teachers

3. Meetings in the 20t century.
Poles and Russians: friends,
enemies, neighbours?

4. Warsaw — built, destroyed,
rebuilt. My places and people of
these places...




Learning from history.
Experience of totalitarian regimes
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History Meeting House

September 2005
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Thanks for your attention!

Alicja Wancerz-Gluza
Osrodek KARTA



